[image: image1.jpg]


Supporting Speech, Language and Communication 
· Simplify language. Keep comments and instructions as simple as possible. Try using just one-two words.
· Model language. Say what they would say, if they could say it.
· Comment. Practice commenting on what he/she is doing, playing with, watching, experiencing. Practice commenting instead of asking questions. For example, he/she is more likely to benefit and learn from ‘A ball! A red ball’ vs asking, ‘What is that? What colour is it?’.
· Use repetitive language and phrases. Examples include ‘ready, steady, go’ and counting. They may eventually begin to say ‘go!’ when you say ‘ready, steady…’.
· Follow their lead. Children are more likely to engage and use joint attention when you opt to follow their lead and join in with their play. 
· Get down to their level. As above, children are more likely to engage and listen when you are on their level. Even more so if you are face to face!
· Use nursery rhymes and songs. Use actions at the same time. For example, ‘row your boat’, and ‘this little piggy’. Pause sometimes and see if he/she says the next word, or makes a noise, or gestures. Repetitive lists, such as the days of the week, numbers etc also work.
· Give them choices. Keep language simple during this, e.g. ‘apple.. or.. banana?’. Show each item as you name it. When he/she chooses (e.g. by pointing or grabbing), model the language again e.g. ‘Banana! Banana. Name wants a banana’.
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Create communication opportunities. Avoid immediately anticipating his/her needs as this will provide opportunities for them to communicate. For example, place items and toys within sight but out of reach.
